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Georgia AdoptA-Stream

AWhat is it?
DS2NBHALFQa @2t dzy G SSNJ 61 S NJ

AProgram Goals

A:Increase publiawareness
D: Collect quality baseline water qualithata
O: Gatherobservations

P:Encourageartnershipsbetween citizens & local
government

T:Providetools & training



Water Quality Issues In Georgia

w Control of toxic substance in
rivers, streams and lakes

pollution

w Increase public involvement jn ===
water quality improvement
projects

w Continued implementation of
a comprehensive water
management plan



Point Source Pollution

AEasily identifiable pollutant source (point to source)

ARegulated by the EPD through the NPINESi¢nal
Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systgpermitting
process

Examples:

U Industrial Discharge
U Sewage treatment plant
U Exposed leaking sewer pipe



Nonpoint Source Pollution

w The #1 cause of water quality problems in Georgia

w Typically caused by sources that are not easily
distinguishable or identifiable

w Everyone contributes

Examples:

Runoff from roads and parking lots
Erosion/Sediment

Fertilizers and pesticides

Animal waste

lllicit spills and illegal dumping
Leaking septic systems
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Why Is Monitoring Water Quality
Important?

A Our quality of life is directly related to the quality
of the rivers, streams and wetlands around us

A Regular monitoring provides specific information
about the health of our local streams and other
water bodies
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Getting Started

Register a Group Name

Register your monitoring
site on our online database

Set up a monitoring
schedule

Notify your local
government

Decide who will receive your
data

Find local partners
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Conduct at least one
cleanup and one outreach
activity annually



Getting to Know Your Watershed

https://adoptastream.georgia.gov/manuals



Watershed Survey & Map Assessmen

What

w Map your watershed and conduct a
comprehensive survey of the land
uses, potential and actual pollution
sources, geography and history of
your waterbody and its watershed

Why

w Getting to know your watershed is
the first step to understanding your
stream, wetland, lake, or coastal
water

w The health of your waterbody is
directly impacted by land uses and
activities

When

w Every year




Visual Stream Monitoring
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What

w Visual & physical evaluation of
stream conditions

Why

w Critical water pollutants and
habitat damage, such as
sedimentation, erosion and
excessive nutrients, can be
detected through the visual
survey

When
w Quarterly or once every season



Macroinvertebrate Monitoring

What

w Inventory of macroinvertebrates
In the stream

Why

w The overall health of the stream
can be determined by the
diversity of macroinvertebrates
found.

w The presence of
macroinvertebrates indicate the
guality of both water and habitat

When
w Quarterly or once every season
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